Cascade to introduce
new planes, schedule

By DENNIS GODFREY
Herald Staff Writer

Startmg Feb. 1, Cascade
Airw will have more
flights out of the Tri-Cities
and more seats available on
newer planes, the company
announced Thursday.

The increased service
will be almost entirely
from the Tri-Cities Airport
in Pasco, said Mark Nilson,
marketing vice president
for the company. There
won't be increased service
from Richland because the
Richland runway can’t
handle new aircraft being
used by Cascade. '

But Nilson said Richland
will have nenstop flights to
and from Spokane, with
daily conneétions to and
from Missoula and Butte,
Mont.

Cascade is starting serv-
ice to Missoula also on

Feb. 1 and ding serv-
ice to Butte. la is to
become the 1 city get-

ting Cascade service, he
said. ,

Beech 99s, Cascade’s old-
er planes, will continue 1o
fly out of Richland.

Pasco will gel service
from the new 48-seat, pres-
surized British Aerospace
HS-748s, he said. Cascade
will have its first flight at-
tendents on the 748 flights.
‘Also flying into Pasco will
bee the Embraer Band-
eirantes, which are 18-pas-
senger planes and some
Beech 99s.

Cascade will also be us-
ing Swearingen Metroliner
IIIs from Spokane to cities
in Montana, Idaho and
Utah, Nilson said.

Cascade now has a fleet
of 18 airplanes. As of Feb.
I, the company will operate
two 748s, three Metro s,
three Bandeirantes and
four Beechcrafl.

The remaining six Beech

‘planes will be used for

charter- flights and_, will be-
up for sale, Nilson said.

The other four. Beech
planes will be replaced lat-
er this year, he said. The
replacement of the Beech
planes could mean the end
of service’ 40 Richland,
since the Metro and Band-
eirante planes are not certi-
fied for landing there.

(Cascade is  preparing a
formal report.for the Port
of Benton telling what the
company needs to continue
operating there. No other
action has been taken, how-
ever, Port of Benton com-
missioners have said they
will seek another airline to
provide service to Richland.

Pasco is being used as a
service hub by Cascade,
Nilson said. Flights from
Walla Walla, Pullman and
Lewiston will come into
Pasco so passengers can
make connections 1o Port-
land and Seattle,



